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Information for Parents – Summer Term 2026

	Class: 
	Year 2
	Topic for this term:
	Celebrating Differences – ‘Amazing Australia’ 

	Details about this term’s topic:
	Croeso! I hope you have all had a great Easter break. 
Our whole school theme for this term will focus on the overarching principle of ‘Celebrating Differences’. 
In Year 2 will be learning about this fascinating country and comparing it to our home in Wales, helping children develop their understanding of the wider world in line with the Curriculum for Wales. Throughout the topic, we will explore where Australia is on a map and learn about its famous landmarks, including the Sydney Opera House and the Great Barrier Reef. We will compare life in Wales and Australia, looking at homes, weather, climate and daily life.
As part of our science and humanities learning, children will take part in practical, hands-on and outdoor activities. We will investigate Australian animals such as the koala and kangaroo, explore their habitats and discover how plants and animals survive in different environments. We will also study weather and climate in Australia and learn how to stay safe in the sun and at the beach. In expressive arts, children will explore the culture of Aboriginal Australians and create artwork inspired by Aboriginal Dot Painting.
In literacy, children will develop their writing and speaking skills through a range of activities including persuasive writing, where they will encourage others to visit Australia for a holiday, instructional writing such as how to stay safe in the sun, and oracy presentations about their favourite Australian animal. We will also read and respond to a variety of Australian-themed stories. As part of PE, children will enjoy swimming and cricket, linking to the outdoor and active lifestyle often enjoyed in Australia.
Throughout the topic, children will build important skills such as asking questions, comparing different places, speaking confidently, working creatively and learning through practical, hands-on, interactive experiences. You can support your child at home by talking about their learning, looking at maps or books about Australia and encouraging them to share facts or practise speaking about their favourite animal. We are looking forward to an exciting term of learning, discovery and creativity as we explore ‘Amazing Australia’ together.

	Days which PE kit will be needed:
	P.E. will be on a Monday. Please can children come to school on Mondays wearing a white P.E. t-shirt, navy blue shorts, jogging bottoms, trousers or leggings and trainers. Depending on the weather / activity these sessions will either be held outside or in the school hall. 
Swimming Lessons will be on a Tuesday afternoon for the first half term. Please be reminded that all children will need to wear suitable swimwear (i.e. NOT board shorts or two-piece swim suits). Goggles may be packed alongside a towel.  

	Days reading books will be sent home:
	Your child will bring home a reading book in their bag each day. We ask that you listen to your child read as often as possible and fill in the reading record with the title of the book and a brief comment about how your child read. Please ensure the book is returned the following day so we can continue supporting their reading progress.

	Homework:
	A ‘Celebrating Differences – Amazing Australia Homework Menu’ can be found attached to this letter and on Google Classroom with a selection of tasks for this term.  In addition, we would ask that the children work through learning to correctly read and spell the list of ‘High Frequency’ words in the front of their Reading Record.
Some of the areas we will be focusing on in mathematics and numeracy will be:
· Recall and use 2, 3, 5 and 10 multiplication tables. Begin to link multiplication with simple division e.g. grouping and sharing in 2s, 5s and 10s / Arrays.
· Mentally add 10 or 20 to a given number up to 100 and mentally subtract 10 or 20 from a given number up to 100.
· Add/subtract 9 or 11 from a given number by adding/subtracting 10 and adjusting. 
· Use different combinations of money to pay for items up to at least £2.
· Find totals and give change from multiplies of 10p. 
· Estimate and round numbers to the nearest 10 and 100. 
· Fractions – whole, half, quarter and third. 
Any practical activities to enhance this work would be appreciated. 
Spellings will be set and taught / practised daily in school. A copy will also be sent home for the half term for learners to practise however there will be NO formal weekly spelling test.

	Any other general reminders:
	Stonewall Focus: Our RVE this term focuses on ‘Gender Stereotypes and 
Pride Month’ (June). 
Please can you ensure that your child has a drink with them, enough for a drink in the morning and afternoon as well as a healthy nut free snack for break time.
During the warmer months please can you ensure that your child has a sun hat and sun screen applied before coming to school. 

Every Wednesday children in the Foundation Phase are able to wear non uniform as Wednesdays will consist of exciting Wild Wednesdays and Theme days based on our current topic. Otherwise, please ensure that the appropriate school uniform and footwear is worn. 
If you have any questions or queries please do not hesitate to ask. 
Many thanks, 
Mrs Davies.  DaviesK1310@hwbcymru.net                            
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